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Question:
What do you do when you when circumstances out of your control expose
your vulnerability?
Tension Between Fear and Promise
Numbers 13:27-33
And they told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk
and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 However, the people who dwell in the land
are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the
descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb.
The Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the hill country. And the
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and along the Jordan.”
30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let us go up at once
and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 Then the men who had
gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they
are stronger than we are.” 32 So they brought to the people of Israel a bad
report of the land that they had spied out, saying, “The land, through which we
have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people
that we saw in it are of great height. 33 And there we saw the Nephilim (the
sons of Anak, who come from the Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves like
grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”
Numbers 14:1-11, 26-31
14 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night.
2 And all the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole
congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or
would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us into
this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey.
Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to one
another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the
congregation of the people of Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb
the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land,
tore their clothes 7 and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel,
“The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land.

8 If the Lord delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a
land that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And
do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is
removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.” 10 Then all the
congregation said to stone them with stones. But the glory of the Lord
appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel.
11 And the Lord said to Moses, “How long will this people despise me? And
how long will they not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done
among them? 12 I will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them, and I
will make of you a nation greater and mightier than they.”
26 And the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 27 “How long shall this
wicked congregation grumble against me? I have heard the grumblings of the
people of Israel, which they grumble against me. 28 Say to them, ‘As I live,
declares the Lord, what you have said in my hearing I will do to you: 29 your
dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and of all your number, listed in the
census from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against me,
30 not one shall come into the land where I swore that I would make you dwell,
except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But your
little ones, who you said would become a prey, I will bring in, and they shall
know the land that you have rejected.
There is a tension created here between Josh and Caleb and the people and
the rest of Israel because they wouldn’t be dictated by fear.
The promise God gave to Israel was disregarded because of their fear for their
situation.
When fear becomes our motivating factor our calling can become
secondary
Not Created to Fear
Psalm 56:3
When I am afraid I will put my trust in you.
2 Timothy 1:7
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a
sound mind.

Part of us may say we should hide or do enough to just get by. But that led to
the People of Israel wandering the desert for 40 years missing out on what
God had for them.
The Answer to Fear
Matthew 5:14-16
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor
do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven.
Followers of Jesus are called to direct others to Hope
The Mission of Lighthouse Church is not to have Sunday morning services.
Our mission is to see lives transformed by Jesus.
The paradigm may shift but our mission stays the same.

