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ἐκκλησία - Ekklesia - Assembly 
 

This is not a term original to the New Testament. The most common use of 
Ekklesia is associated within a political context where a group of voting males 
had gathered.  
 
Matthew 16:13-18 
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.  
 
Jesus said he would build his own assembly 
 
Jesus himself ordained the church 

 
Throughout the New Testament we see the word Ekklesia (church) used often 
to refer to the global, local, and even physical gathering places for followers of 
Jesus.  

 
The Church - The Church Universal - The Bride of Christ 

The collective assembly of all Christ followers 
 
Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent. 
 



We can easily fall into a trap of judging the faith of others based on our own 
theological experiences. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10-13 
10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 
you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in 
the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by 
Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I 
mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I 
follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for 
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 
 
Christ that unites us is significantly more powerful than the differences that 
divide us. 

 
The church – The local church 

 
Acts 11:19-26 
19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over 
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the 
word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching 
the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 
number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the 
ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When 
he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to 
remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, 
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the 
Lord. 25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had 
found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the 
church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first 
called Christians.  
 
Local assemblies of believers worship and grow together, pursuing and a 
deeper understanding of who God is and his purpose for each of our lives. 
 
Hebrews 10:23-24 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 



and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing 
near.  
 
Local churches took it upon themselves to care for those in their assembly who 
needed to be cared for. 
 
Acts 2:42-47 
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, 
and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And 
all who believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they 
were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to 
all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.  
 
Worship, growth, community, care, equipping for the mission - these became 
the corner stone for local churches throughout scripture and they are still the 
coroner stone for our local assembly of believers. 
 

The Country Club Mentality 
 

The difficulty came when churches transitioned from an assembly of Christ 
followers unified by Jesus to exclusive group that made admittance difficult 
 
Matthew 19:13-14 
13 Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them and 
pray. The disciples rebuked the people, 14 but Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom 
of heaven.” 
 
Scripturally we see two ordinances that Jesus commanded for the church, 
communion and baptism. Both are inclusive to following Jesus not exclusive 

 
We believe that the Church (comprised of all Christ-following believers around the 
world) is a spiritual body with Jesus Christ as its head. The Church is a collection of 
local churches that may not have unity in every detail of philosophy and doctrine but 



walk in the unity of Jesus Christ as the head of the Church, and a common mission to 
spread His Good News. The local church (individual congregations/organizations) is 
an assembly of professed believers in Jesus Christ who are voluntarily joined 
together in one locality for the purposes of worship, study of the Word of God, 
observance of the ordinances, Christian fellowship, love and service to others, and 
equipping for and practice of Kingdom service, specifically stewarding our lives for 
the purpose of fulfilling the Great Commission.  We believe the two church 
ordinances in which all believers are to participate are water baptism (by immersion) 
and communion. 
 


