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You were created as an eternal being 
 

Imago Dei  
Mankind is the only thing created in the image of God 
 
We are the only thing in all of creation that was created to be eternal 

 
Gen 2:16-17 
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of 
the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  
 
Eden preexisted Heaven and Hell and was the place the Adam and Eve lived as eternal 
beings in union with God.  
 
When sin entered the world it broke man’s union with God resulting in mankind no 
longer living in eternal life but destined for eternal death.  

 
Matthew 15:31-46 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit 
on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King 
will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was 
in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when 
did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did 
we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I 
say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
44 Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will 



answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.”  

 
The Lies about Heaven and Hell 

• Hell is not real 
• We are living in Heaven/Hell right now 

 
Our culture searches to believe lies about Heaven and Hell because we are 
uncomfortable with the truth that we deserve Hell 

 
Our misconceptions about Heaven and Hell are born from a self-centered understanding 
of the Universe 

 
God is the hero of the story 

John 3:1-21 
3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This 
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you 
the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not 
receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except 
he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son 
of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should 
be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 



 
God is the hero who loved the world and found the way to save it. 
 
Jesus provides the way for us to have eternal life, union with God. 
 
Jesus wasn’t sent into the world to condemn the world, but to save it. The world was 
already condemned 

 
Kingdoms of Light and Darkness 
 

Heaven is eternity with God but the kingdom of God isn’t something we have to wait 
for. 
 
John 18:36 - Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of 
this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to 
the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 
 
 
Mark 1:15 - And saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 
and believe in the gospel.” 
 
Matthew 6:9-10 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 
name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Philippians 3:17-21 
17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 
the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell 
you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their end is 
destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on 
earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by 
the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

 
We are citizens who are not at home 
 
We have the opportunity to live in relationship with God now. In Heave we will live in 
perfect union with God for Eternity. 

 
We believe each individual person is created as an eternal being. The gift of God is eternal 
union with Him. We receive this gift through faith in Jesus and acceptance of the forgiveness 
and salvation that is found in Him alone. Hell is eternal separation from God. Heaven is eternal 
union with God. Heaven and Hell are real places as the Bible describes and are not conditions 
we live in before death or before the return of Jesus. 


